Nd:YAG photodestruction of a presumed corneal Toxocara canis larva.
To describe the technique of Nd:YAG photodestruction of a presumed Toxocara canis corneal larval migrans and to report the unique clinical combination of a corneal nematode and diffuse unilateral subacute neuroretinitis (DUSN). Clinical case report. A 63-year-old white male presented with idiopathic neuroretinitis treated empirically with systemic anti inflammatory therapy. Subsequently, he developed keratouveitis with an obvious corneal larva. Serology was positive for T. canis. Laser destruction of the larva combined with topical steroid and oral albendazole therapy led to initial resolution, followed by 1 episode of recurrent keratouveitis without identified ocular surface or intraocular larvae. This was cleared with topical steroids. A second empiric course of oral albendazole was also administered. The patient has shown no ocular recurrences or evidence of systemic involvement 1 year after the second course of treatment. Corneal larvae can be safely and successfully destroyed by Nd:YAG photodestruction. T. canis may be one of several nematodes responsible for DUSN. A careful examination of the anterior segment is essential in the management of patients with DUSN.